Section 4. The scroll shifts to a close-up of these magnificent willow trees, the high point
of the first third of the painting. Their scarred trunks reveal that all their branches have
been cut off so that only their new limbs produce the luxuriant growth of early spring.
This type of pruning, called pollarding, made tree roots grow longer, and so strength-
ened the river banks on which the trees were planted.



